
 
AGENDA  

 
Cheney Planning Commission 

Monday, October 10, 2016 
City Hall Council Chambers 

** 6:00 p.m. ** 
________________________________________________________ 

 
1. Call to Order / Introductions 
  
2. Approval of Minutes:  September 12, 2016 Regular Meeting   
 
3. Citizen Participation 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Public Meeting: #2016-07 
 Community Development Block Grant Program 
 
5. Information Item:  #2016-05 
 Spokane Transit Update:  Route 68 Ridership 
 
6. Discussion Item:  #2016-08 
 Comprehensive Plan Land Use Chapter Update 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
7. Commissioner Reports 
 
8. Staff Reports 

 
9. Adjournment 
 
 
 

 

Attention -- Commissioners: If you will be unable to attend this meeting, 
please contact Susan at 498-9240 as soon as possible, and no later than noon 
on the day of the meeting.  You can leave a message in voice mail when the 
office is closed.  Thank you for your consideration! 
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Minutes  
Cheney Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting  
 
September 12, 2016 
 
Commissioners Attending:   Vincent Barthels, Dan Turbeville, Vara Lyn Conrath, Rick 
Mount, Kristine Williams, Craig Huber and Curt Critchlow.   
 
Commissioners Absent:     None. 
 
Staff Attending:   Todd Ableman, Brett Lucas and Susan Beeman.  
 
Councilpersons Attending:    None. 
 
Call to Order:   Chairman Barthels called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 
 
Minutes:    Minutes of the July 11, 2016 regular meeting were approved with a correction 
to show that Commissioner Mount was not present at that meeting.    
 
Citizen Participation:   None. 
 
 
Transportation Presentation:  #2016-05 
Steve Hopkins from Spokane Transit Authority (STA), shared information on current 
routes and ridership data, High Performance Transit (HPT) Network, and the Cheney 
HPT Corridor.  He discussed planned improvements within Cheney, and described new 
early morning routes being implemented this fall. 
 
Mr. Hopkins reviewed current route information, and explained that at peak times, Route 
66 from Spokane to Cheney has trips as often as every 2 minutes.  They have expanded 
possibilities for riding direct to destinations such as Liberty Lake, so riders do not have to 
transfer to different buses downtown.  He added that Route 68, the inter-city route in 
Cheney, is consistently well used. 
 
Mr. Hopkins noted that ridership overall has decreased over the last 2 years.  He 
theorized that one factor influencing those numbers may be that more EWU students are 
living in Cheney and on campus.  He added that transit ridership numbers are down 
across the country over the same time period, reflective of lower gas prices that make it 
more likely that people will drive personal vehicles than take public transit. 
 
Mr. Hopkins showed a map of the Cheney HPT Corridor, and described recent 
improvements to the Jefferson Street Park & Ride.  STA received word last week that the 
proposed West Plains Transit Center has been fully funded.  This will be located off Exit 
272 and will facilitate passenger trips from Cheney directly to other West Plains 
communities, without having to travel into downtown Spokane.   Mr. Hopkins described 
improvements to stops at Four Lakes, and plans to improve Betz Road stops, and along 
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SR-904 and 2nd Street.  He added that they are also looking at improvements to Elm 
Street, which is a very busy corridor during the school year.  
 
Commissioner Mount asked about plans for a mid-block crossing near the Safeway 
complex.  Mr. Hopkins said that a mid-block crossing is something they try to avoid for 
safety reasons. 
 
Ralph Laws, Cheney resident, pointed out that the area near Safeway is a 45 mph zone, 
and he feels that is too fast for that area.  Mr. Hopkins added that STA avoids placing bus 
stops in speed zones above 45 because the re-entry into traffic is a challenge. 
 
Commissioner Williams asked what improvements are planned for Four Lakes.  Mr. 
Hopkins explained that to bring the stops up to code, they are looking at a place for the 
bus to pull off safely, and then an area for re-acceleration to enter traffic.  They would 
also need a full ADA accessible landing pad.  He noted that there are lots of bicycles in 
that area; they are working closely with WSDOT on design for the Four Lakes 
improvements.   
 
Commissioner Mount asked exactly where the West Plains Transit Station will be 
located.  Mr. Hopkins showed the area on the map, just off I-90 exit 272. 
 
Mr. Hopkins added that STA loves to partner with local communities, and offered their 
resources with technical support in our transportation planning process. 
 
 
Discussion Item:  #2016-06 
Transportation Chapter Update 
 
Mr. Ableman explained that we have had a transportation engineer look at our 
transportation chapter, and do some traffic counts at intersections.  A draft copy of the 
more specific ‘Transportation Circulation Plan’ was distributed to the Commission this 
evening.  A draft of the comp plan Transportation chapter will be brought to the 
Commission next month for consideration. 
 
Mr. Lucas reviewed some of the land use assumptions used in estimating transportation 
modeling.   
 
Mr. Ableman explained that the purpose of the Transportation Circulation Plan was to 
evaluate and recommend infrastructure improvements needed to assure the safe and 
effective mobility of traffic, pedestrians and bicycles within Cheney.  The plan is based 
primarily upon the year 2022, and we will stretch it out to 2040 to coincide with the 
SRTC long-range planning horizon. 
 
Mr. Ableman explained that traffic counts were collected throughout the spring of 2016, 
when both EWU and Cheney School District were in session.  Turning counts were 
performed on city streets during the summer months, but we added 20% to the volume to 
account for schoolyear traffic.  Mr. Ableman reviewed existing Level of Service (LOS) 
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standards and delay calculations, and explained that we are still waiting for some input 
from the traffic engineer regarding pedestrian planning.  He explained how the volume-
to-capacity ratios were calculated.  He noted that all Average Daily Trip (ADT) counts 
are below thresholds for concern, indicating that all our minor arterials function at LOS D 
or better, and all collectors function at a LOS C or better.  Observations confirm that 
there are few traffic delays associated with travel in Cheney.  While traffic densities are 
higher on SR-904 through downtown and on Betz Road, and it can feel like “bumper-to-
bumper” traffic, the traffic does move at posted speed limits or higher. 
 
Areas of concern include SR-904 north of Betz Road, Betz Road between SR-904 and N 
6th Street, and the north end of N 6th Street, which will need to be addressed in the future. 
 
Mr. Ableman explained that SR-904 is under WSDOT’s jurisdiction and we don’t have 
any say on speed limits set along the SR-904 corridor.  The best we can do is call their 
attention to studies like these as they are completed.  He explained traffic forecast 
methodology and how it relates to land use, and the volume-to-capacity estimates for 
years 2022 and 2040, and reviewed intersection LOS and delay forecasts for 2022 and 
2040.   
 
Mr. Ableman reviewed  preliminary recommendations for improvement:   

• Looking at a speed limit reduction in the area of Betz Road and Silverthorn Lane, 
possibly in combination with lane striping, signage, and possible islands. 

• At N 6th and Simpson Parkway, looking at installation of high visibility stop signs 
(LED solar operated signs and stop advance warning). 

• At SR-904 north of Betz Road, we are requesting that WSDOT advance the route 
development plan to construct a five lane highway from Cheney to I-90. 

• At Betz Road and N 6th ST, recommending construction of a compact urban 
roundabout. 

 
Mr. Ableman explained that for signalized intersections, you have to meet certain 
warrants to obtain state or federal funds, such as hours of impact, 3 or 4 days a week, and 
he does not believe we would meet those warrants. 
 
Commissioner Mount asked about the impact on Murphy Road as the next phases of 
Harvest Bluff are built out, and whether we looked at widening Murphy Road to allow 
for a turn lane.  Mr. Ableman explained that we are squeezing in a turn lane and a bicycle 
lane.  Developers are required to provide improvements to roadways caused by the 
increased traffic generated by the development.  In this case, the developer is only 
required to improve one half of the street, and the other half is owned by Spokane 
County.   
 
Commissioner Critchlow stated that he is a fan of roundabouts, and believes they are 
really great for managing traffic.  But on N 6th Street, do we have enough room for a full 
sized urban roundabout, instead of a ‘compact urban’ roundabout?  Mr. Ableman 
explained that the compact urban roundabout has a 100’ diameter, with a rolled curb so 
the larger trucks & buses can actually ride their wheel right up on the edge.  There is not 
enough room for the full size urban roundabout. 
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Commissioner Reports:   None. 
 
 
Staff Reports:   Mr. Ableman reported that it is very busy right now, as we are right in the 
middle of our transportation and street improvement projects.  It has also been a busy 
construction year.  We have had a pre-development meeting about the Fisher Building, 
with a developer who plans to convert it to multi-family residential use.  Haakon 
Industries is about to launch construction on a 45,000 sq.ft. addition to their 
manufacturing facility.  He noted that irrigation went better this year, with many residents 
cooperating voluntarily with the irrigation schedule restrictions.  We had to ration water 
to the parks and Cheney School District, but were able to let the schools increase their 
watering about 3 weeks before school started to green up the playfields. 
 
Mr. Lucas reported that a public hearing will be held next week with the hearing 
examiner regarding a 28-lot residential subdivision at the south end of town.  A number 
of other small projects are in the works, as well. 
 
 
Citizen Participation:  Chairman Barthels noted that there were members of the public 
present, and he asked once again if anyone had comments for the Planning Commission, 
with no response. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,   Approved By: 
 
 
_________________________________ _______________________________ 
Susan Beeman, Secretary    Vincent Barthels, Chairman 


